
Dec;ember 5, 1951 

Dr. C. 8. van Noel 
Hopkins i4ad.m~ Station 
Pacific Or&e, Californfa 

Dear Keee: 

Rxuept fur the s-r of 1950, Father and I have spent the last few 
years hem wsrking winter and tmnmer~ By eg)c)rience, I know that come 
next sumner we are going to be desperate not only for relief from the 
vicious climate here, but also for a change of scene. We are not looking 
for a vacation, but a place where we uan work for a while in a different 
environmen& perhaps on a different kimi of problem. 

As you have guessed by thile tims, I am writin& to aak you about the 
feasibility of spending some time at the Hopkins Marine Station this 
summer. X am on a calendar year appointment here, md hsve not yet worked 
out how long I can take leave without serious loss of inoome, but some 
arrangement with the authorities here should be possibly, most likely 
for June and Ju3,y which can be counted as a month’s vacation leave in 
each of two fiecal years. J3efwe we oan work this out, hasever, I wanted 
your reaction to the proposal. I know how thoroughly preoaoupied you will 
be with your co*uraz, and much as I Would enjoy being as observer, I would 
not wish to be even a slight diatraution to you on it. On the other hand, 
if you expeot to be completely tied up for all of the tiae Lzntioned,, the 
most important incentive for c0mi.q out wouLd be mfaaing. 

Pleaa da not hesitate to point out the obstacles to thia plan, but I 
do hope they will. not be insuperable. 

By the way-- at Roger’s instigation, I tried to verify the Smith-Oginsky- 
Umbreit report that streptomyain-resistant mutanta of E. co11 have lost 
the capacity to use oxygen for (&potted) growth. I could find no difference 
In the intprovemmt of growth by aeration in any Sr mutants we had, nor ln 
the cultures provided by Ogineky. Do you happen to know of any confirmation 
of this work? Lately, I have also been working a bl t with Streptomycea 
griaeus, whose 23 day culture cyule is very relaxing by contrast with our 
other bacteria. With the help of replica plating, auxotroph mutants were 
obtained with no difficulty. So far, however, tests for reoombinetion or 
formation of protmtrophic heterokaryons have been &umencluaive. There Is a 
lot of more work to be done with different types, however, and in particular 
I’ve a lot to learn about Cihe actinomycetea generally. 

Sincerely yours, 

Joshua Lederberg 


